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A methodology is presented for differentiating U.S.
counties according to their level of social vulnerability. A
series of specific indicators were produced and then
mapped to highlight differences between and among
counties. A specific subset of counties (Gulf and Atlantic
Coast) was used to test the methodology’s application on a
regional basis. The transferability of the methods to other
countries or regions is assured as it is based on the
demographic, economic, and housing characteristics of the
place and more importantly, uses standardized data sources
such as the US Census.
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